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BRIEF MENTION. 

La France: Notes d'un AmSricain, recueillies 
et mises en ordre par A. de Rougement, 
Professeur de francais a l'Adelphi Acade- 
my, Brooklyn, N.Y., et a l'Ecole d'6te" 
du College d'Amherst, Mass. nmo, pp. 
177. New York, The Writers' Publishing 
Company, 21 University Place, 1886. 

The author has skilfully carried out the 
happy idea of making 'France, her people and 
her institutions' the subject of a succinct course 
of varied yet systematically arranged and in- 
structive French reading. The subject-matter 
is divided into two parts, of which the first in- 
cludes such topics as a very brief but well-exe- 
cuted 'Apercu de l'histoire de France,' 
'Gouvernement et administration,' 'L'agri- 
culture,' 'L'industrie,' 'Le commerce,' etc., 
together with sketches of the various classes 
of French society; while the second is devoted 
to an intelligent account of the system of public 
instruction, through all its grades (for which 
many a teacher will be grateful) ; and to chap- 
ters of a popular nature on the French lan- 
guage and literature, at home and abroad ; on 
the cultivation of the arts and sciences ; on the 
army, religion, domestic life in France, etc. 
The text, which is admirably adapted both to 
class-reading and to use as a basis for French 
conversation, is unaccompanied by notes. 
This defect, however, is the less serious, on 
account of the simplicity of the style, and the 
fact that the entire treatment is expository of 
the subjects presented. For conversational 
use a series of questions on each chapter is 
provided. The book is accurately and beauti- 
fully printed, and everyway attractive in its 
external make-up. 

Deutsches Lesebuch fur Schule und Haus, von 
Ludwig G6bel. Erster und Zweiter Teil. 
New York, B. Westermann & Co. 

The educational literature of our German- 
American schools and colleges has been suffer- 
ing from the same disease which has troubled 
exclusively American institutions for so long a 
time. German firms and school-masters found 
it cheaper and easier to reprint imported books 
than to create a literature which is based upon 
our own conditions of life. The ' Deutsches 



Lesebuch ' fulfils the latter requirement and it 
has been justly and unanimously praised by 
the German press of this country as an excel- 
lent means to arrest the decline of the German 
language treated according to former bad 
models. The second part, especially, contains 
a selection of poetry and prose collected with 
fine poetic taste and a number of original liter- 
ary pictures, drawn from German-American 
history (Herkheimer, Muhlenberg, Steuben, 
etc.), which will be received with interest even 
by American readers. 

Miss Sophie Doriot (Baltimore) has prepared 
for Ginn & Co., A Beginners' Book in French 
which is about to issue from the press. The 
book is primarily designed for children, and 
has been constructed upon a novel and inter- 
esting plan. By the aid of comic illustrations, 
drawn especially for this work, the spontane- 
ous feelings and impulses of the child are to 
be quickened into an available medium of in- 
struction. The elements of the language are 
conveyed to the mind as enduring memory- 
pictures by a pleasing process of eye-photo- 
graphy, for the child from the first will be 
interested in what the strange words and 
phrases tell him of that which already delights 
his eyes ; the new words in their turn will now 
become interesting, because they keep saying 
things to him just in the manner in which he 
likes to hear things said. He will gradually 
wish for fuller incidents and longer stories, and 
these he will find at the right time. The easy 
gradation of his interest has its true counter- 
part in the gradation of the lessons (he will 
hardly persist in calling them by so hard a 
name), and he will therefore soon be beguiled 
into reading entertaining stories in prose and 
in verse, just to his taste, and so exhaust the 
Second Part of his favorite book without ever 
wishing that he did'nt have "to study French;" 
at least this is what most children should do 
with such a book. Teachers of early begin- 
ners in French will certainly be interested in 
seeing what Miss Doriot has done for them. 

Mr. Alexander J. Ellis is said to have com- 
pleted his account of the dialects peculiar to 
the southern, eastern and western counties of 
England. He hopes to finish the midland, 
northern and lowland Scotch divisions by June, 
1887, and to publish his work in 1888. 
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Phrases de tous /es jours. Par Felix Franke. 
Heilbronn, Henninger Freres. IV, 60. 

Le francais parli. Morceaux choisis a l'usage 
des Strangers avec la prononciation figuree. 
Par Paul Passy. Heilbronn, Henninger 
FrSres. XII„ii5. 

Dr. Felix Franke, whose recent unexpected 
death will be regretted by all those interested 
in the reform of language-teaching, was well 
known by the pamphlet Die praktische Sprach- 
erlernung. . In the present little volume he 
gives us some twenty-five pages of every-day 
French with phonetic transliteration on oppo- 
site pages. A supplement contains a transla- 
tion,* notes, and description of sounds. M. 
Passy's book may be considered a companion 
volume to the above ; it is on the same plan, 
but contains well-chosen extracts from modern 
writers, both of prose and poetry. Both works 
have for their common ancestor Dr. Sweet's 
Elementarbuch des gesprochenen Englisch, 
which is likely to have opened the way for an 
entirely new line of text-books. 

Das kalte Hers. Marchen von Wilhelm 
Hauff edited, with English notes, glos- 
sary, and a grammatical appendix by W. 
H. van der Smissen, M. A., Boston, D. C. 
Heath & Co., 1886. 

On going to press, we received the advanced 
sheets of this new publication intended as 
a class-book for elementary German reading. 
Prof, van der Smissen has shown again the 
same diligence in preparing the notes which he 
displayed as the editor of Grimm's Marchen and 
only occasionally would we suggest a few cor- 
rections. "Einen dummen Streich machen " 
does not mean "to play a. silly trick" in the 
connection it is used (p. 46! 18.). " Dumm " very 
often means stupid--" disagreeable," even 
"bad" and so it is to be translated here. 
Whether the author should have given, how- 
ever, one hundred and twenty pages of notes, 
glossary, etc., to sixty-four pages of a text 
which, after all, is somewhat antiquated, is a 
question open for discussion. Every good 
series of text-books must be selected according 
to an organic educational plan and even good 
editing may be overdone. 



In the course of the Summer two theses have 
been published that are indicative of the char- 
acter of work done by some of our best instruc- 
tors of English. The title of these pages are : 
"John Wilson's Prose Style. An undergradu- 
ate Thesis by Fannie W. McLean, with an 
Introduction by Albert S. Cook, Prof, of Eng- 
lish at the University of California" (Boston, 
J. S. Cushing & Co., 1886); and " Some Ethical 
Aspects of the Later Elizabethan Tragedy, 
preceded by An Examination of Aristotle's 
Theory of Tragedy : A Thesis presented to the 
Academic Faculty of the University of Michigan 
for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy, by J. 
Rose Colby; A. M. (Ann Arbor, Printed for the 
Author, June, 1886). The first of these essays 
is, as Prof. Cook would have us understand, 
essentially a product of methods employed in 
an "English Seminary," in which the senior 
students of the College are introduced to more 
advanced forms of study, involving something 
of original research. Prof. Cook 's Introduction 
should be read by teachers that may be striv- 
ing to conform to the general and just demand 
that the work in the upper College classes be 
somewhat specialized so as to furnish a species 
of training suitable to the increased maturity of 
the student, and looking forward to the actual 
responsibilities that await the student at the 
end of his course. This essay has been fitly 
characterized in the Introduction as being an 
application of " the general mode of treatment 
and order of topics " as set forth by Prof. Min- 
to in his "Manual of English Prose Literature," 
"due conformity to a method already devised" 
is therefore the only originality that is urged 
for the writer, but to this she is well entitled, 
and deserves therefore that her pages be gen- 
erally read. In the second paper we have the 
work of a more mature mind, and of a facile 
pen. The writer in this case, too, endeavors 
to reach results by the application of previous- 
ly established criteria ; but with this statement 
analogy between the two studies is exhausted. 
Miss Colby grapples fearlessly with the Aristo- 
telian doctrine of the purification of the pas- 
sions, and then proceeds to measure by the 
antique rule, which is found to be valid, the 
tragedies of John Ford and of Beaumont and 
Fleteher. The conclusion reached may be 
given in the writers own words: "Aristotle 
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was right, and the actual failure of Ford, and 
[of] Beaumont and Fletcher, that is forced upon 
the reader's consciousness by the nature of his 
dissatisfaction with them, is a failure to live up 
to the theory of the old Greek. We strive in- 
stinctively to rise to the realm of the spirit, and 
they thrust us back to the realm of the senses. 
The result is : no purification of our pity and 
fear ; no reconciliation Of our lower self with our 
higher self; no harmony between our will and 
the universal order; no joy of the spirit." 

We have before us several pages of the ad- 
vanced sheets of an article read by Prof. Vietor 
(Marburg), early in October at Hanover, be- 
fore the Modern Language Association of Ger- 
many.* The article is entitled "Die Aussprache 
des Englischen nach den deutsch-englischen 
Grammatiken vor 1750" and will constitute an 
important supplement to Mr. Ellis' Early Eng- 
lish Pron. Prof. Vietor has brought together 
and sifted the English Grammars written for 
Germans and by Germans at the close of the 
seventeenth, and during the first half of the 
eighteenth centuries, having observed that 
these sources had been entirely disregarded by 
Mr. Ellis. Upon the assurance of Prof. Vietor, 
many obscure points in the pronunciation of 
English in the last century will receive illumi- 
nation from these hitherto neglected books. 

Two recent communications to the Acadimie 
des Inscriptions, have special interest for Ro- 
mance scholars : Gaston Boissier in a notice on 
Commodien, bishop and poet of the third cen- 
tury, whose writings were edited in 1851 from 
a Ms. of the Phillips library, shows that though 
a learned man he wrote in the popular Latin, 
evidently to be better understood by the peo- 
ple, and that his versification is rhythmical. 

Paul Meyer has just found in the same (Phil- 
lips) library the Ms. of the Image du Monde 
mentioned by Dom Calmet in his Bibliothique 
lorraine as being in the possession of Du 
Cange, but since lost, and which has, on the 
■rubric, Gautier de Metz as its author. Another 
Ms. of the Image du Monde, found also by 
Meyer in the British Museum, has a prolog 
which shows that the work was first offered to 
Robert d'Artois and afterwards to Jacques de 
Lorraine, bishop of Metz. 

* A full report of the meeting of this Association will be 
given in an early number of this Journal. 



D. C. Heath & Co., Boston, are about to 
issue an American edition of Meissner's Ger- 
man Grammar, edited by Prof. Edward S. 
Joynes, of South Carolina College. 



PERSONAL. 
Mr. A. de Rougemont, teacher of French at 
the Adelphi Academy, Brooklyn, N. Y., and 
author of ' La France,' etc., has been called to 
the Chair of French in the Chatauqua Univer- 
sity. 

Mr. J. Mercer Patton, whose temporary ap- 
pointment as Acting Associate in German at 
Indiana University we have already noticed 
(cf. Modern Language Notes, No. 3, p. 45), 
has become teacher of French and German in 
the Bellevue High School, Bellevue, Va. On 
leaving Indiana University, the authorities 
conferred on him the degree of Master of Arts. 

At Columbia College, last June, the degree 
of Ph. D. was conferred upon two students in 
the Germanic department, Hugo G. Walther 
and Daniel K. Dodge, both graduates and Fel- 
lows of the college. Mr. Walther presented a 
dissertation on ' Case Syntax in Walther von 
der Vogelweide'; Mr. Dodge wrote on 'The Use 
of the Subjunctive Mood in the (O. N.) Egite 
Saga.' 

. Ernst A. Eggers has been appointed Instruc- 
tor for German in the Ohio State University, at 
Columbus. Mr. Eggers is a native of Germany 
and came to this country after the completion 
of his Gymnasium Studies. He is a graduate 
of the Ypsilanti State Normal School and has 
taught modern languages as Assistant and Prin- 
cipal, for eight years in the High Schools of 
Michigan. H^has also spent one year in Paris, 
attending lectures at the Sorbonne and College 
de France. 

At the beginning of the last academic year 
(1885-6), Frederick Lutz was appointed Profes- 
sor of Modern Languages at Albion College, 
Albion, Michigan, vice Miss Rena A. Michaels, 
Ph. D. (cf. Modern Language Notes, No. 5, 
p. 82.). Professor Lutz received his early edu- 
cation at a Gymnasium in Germany and, on 
coming to this country, attended the Normal 
School at Fostoria, Ohio ; thence he passed to 
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